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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Polish Presidency of the European Union ended in December 201 1.
Our activities in the area of healthcare were tied with two major priorities:
1) the reduction of the differences in the health of the European societies; and
2) the prevention of brain and neurodegenerative diseases, including the Alzhei-
mer disease. Looking back on these times, [ feel great satisfaction remembering
our common efforts to prepare one of the leading Conclusions of the Council of
the European Union under the priority related to the equalization of differences
in health of the European societies. This conclusion concerned the early detection

and treatment of communication disorders in children.

It was for me personally, but I believe that also for all of us, a very important
event and proof that we, the Poles can and are able to share our best experiences
with Europe. In the field, in which we have many things to be really proud of-
In the field, where we have done so much for our children, whom early detec-
tion of hearing, vision and speech disorders gives them a chance to grow up in

a properly, to develop their talents and abilities.

Since the first event, which was the adoption of the European Consensus State-
ment on Hearing, Vision and Speech Screening in Pre-School and School-Age
Children, to the Informal Meeting of the Health Ministers of the EU Countries
in Sopot, to the final adoption and acceptance of the Conclusion, I have been
proud of our achievements and of the efficacy of our Polish activities. These
events demonstrated that it is possible for Polish proposals to gain the support of
the European scientific societies and expert groups, that it is possible to achieve
the unanimous political acceptance of the member countries for a proposition

of the Polish presidency. All of this would not have been possible without the
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great commitment of the Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing lead
by Professor Henryk Skarzyriski. To him I offer thanks for his vast commitment,
effort and ability to transform great visions into the reality, for making us able

to successfully ‘infect’ not only Poland, but the whole of Europe, with these ideas.

This monograph is a chronicle of these events. I am very glad that it has been cre-
ated. It will help us remember these important events in which we participated.
Moreover, it will be an inspiration for further works, proof that it is possible and
worthwhile to make even a greater effort. The effects described in the monograph

that you have in your hands, are the best evidence thereof:

Ewa Kopacz
Speaker of the Seym of the Republic of Poland
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