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Szanowni Panstwo,

realizagja programu leczenua gluchoty w Polsce z perspektywy 30 lat to
setki roznych przedsiewzie¢ naukowych, klinicznych, dydaktycznych
¢ orgaruzacyynych, ktore podemowatem, by polscy pagenci mieli do-
step do najnowszych technologut i metod terapu. Program dotyczy 0sob,
ktore urodzily sie gluche lub doszlo u nich do roznych uszkodzen stu-
chu w koleinych latach zycia. W ramach tego programu mialo miejsce
wrele pronierskich w skali swiatowey operagyi, powstata nowa aparatura
diagnostyczna, uzywano nowych urzqdzen podczas operagyi poprawia-
Jacych stuch, z naszej inigatywy przyjeto europeiskie konsensusy na-
ukowe, podjglem dziatania, ktore zaowocowaly przyjectem ,,Konkluzji
Rady Unit Europeskiey nt. wezesnego wykrywania i leczenia zaburzen
komunikacyynych u dziect z wwzglednieniem zastosowania narzedzi
e-zdrowia”™. W jej nastepstwie podjelismy badarua przestewowe pod
kqtem wezesnego wykrywania wad stuchu na czterech kontynentach.
Setki przedsiewzigc 1 produktow ztozyly sie na powstanie polskiey szko-
ty otologit w nauce swiatowe] czy perwszel na swiecte Krajowey Stect
Teleauciologii. Ponad 200 nagrod, wyroznien: ¢ medali otrzymanych na
najwaznieszych salonach wynalazezosct @ postepu technologicznego
w Furopie, Ameryce, Azji, Australit { Oceanut polwierdza nasze dokona-

nia i kroki milowe.

W te 30 lat realizagyi wielkiego przedsiewziecia, ktore pokazato mozliwo-
sct polskiey nauki @ mecdycyny oraz jej wktad w dorobek ogolnoswiatowy;
wpisyye sie 25 lat istruenia resortowego Instytutu Fizjologut ¢ Patologi
Stuchu. W gléwnej jego czesci — Swiatowym Centrum Shichu — od 17 lat
wykonywanych jest najwigce) na swiecte operagyi poprawiajgeych stuch,
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a Polacy majq dostep do najnowszych technologit jako prerwsi lub jedni
z prerwszych na swiecte. Obie rocznice to zbior wielu wydarzen, miliony
badan, setki tysiecy procedur chirurgicznych i wydarzerua szczegolne.
Okreslifem je jako ,kroki milowe” — moyje, zespolu i wielu, wielu o0sob
oraz instytugyi kragowych  mugdzynarodowych, z ktorymi przyszto nam
wspolpracowac w tym czaste.

Zapraszam do lektury i wspomren. 1o, co udato sie w bardzo ogra-
niczonej formie przedstawic na tych kartach, jest przykladem rozwoju
pewnego obszaru nauki i medycyny; to sq tez pozostawione trwale slacly

na tym swiecie.

Jednym z najwazruerszych procesow wyznaczajgeych dynamike trans-
Jormagyi wspolczesnego spoleczenstwa jest intensywny rozwdj techno-
logii i narzedzi informatycznych, ktore w znacznym stopruu utatwiyq
dostep do informagyi i ich wymiane oraz wplywayq na jakosé kontaktow
miedzyludzkich. W te przemuany wpisaly sig rowniez prawie 30-letnie
dzialarua naszego zespolu, skupigygeego spegalistow =z roznych dzie-
dzin, ktory moze poszczycic sig wieloma nowatorskimi osiggnigciami
naukowymi 1 organizacyynymi. Wyzwaniem naukowym @ medycznym,
a zarazem poczqtkiem nasze histori, bylo od 1990 r. podjecie przygo-
towan, a nasteprue przeprowadzenie w lpcu 1992 r. prerwszej w Polsce
oraz w Europie Srodkowo-Wschodnief operacyi przywrécenia mozliwosel
styszenia osobie catkowicie gluchey. 1o wydarzenie stato sie impulsem do
podjecia dziatan orgaruzacyynych, ktorych efektem bylo uruchomierue
w 1993 r. drugiego tego typu w Furopie Osrodka Diagnostyczno-Lecz-
niczo-Rehabilitacyynego dla Osob Niestyszqcych i Niedostyszqcych
wCochlear Center”, a nastepnue — na jego bazie — w 1996 r. zorganizo-
wanie od podstaw resortowey jednostki naukowo-badawczey — Instytutu
Fizjologii i Patologii Stuchu.

Kolegne wielkie wydarzenia ¢ kroki milowe to przeprowacdzenie pierw-
szef w Polsce operagyi wszczepierua implantu do prua mozgu w styczniu
1998 1. oraz pierwszej na swiecte operagyi wszczepienia implantu osobie
z czesciowq gluchotg — w lipcu 2002 1. Przez caly ten czas naszemu
rozwojowt sprzyjata niezwykle ozywiona wspolpraca naukowa, jakq
podjelismy = wieloma osrodkami krajowymi @ zagraniczrymu. 1o tylko



niewtelki fragment naszych dzialan, inigatyw oraz osiggniec, ktorych
owocem bylo powstanie Swiatowego Centrum Stuchu Instytutu Fizjolo-

gttt Patologit Stuchu.

Szczegdlna misja Swiatowego Centrum zwigzana jest = naszymi szan-
sami [ aspiragami w zjednoczone Europie. Program kliniczny Swia-
towego Centrum obeinuye szerokq wspolprace = praktycznie wszystki-
mi kragami Unit Europeyskiey oraz z ponad 50 krajami na pozostalych
kontynentach dotyczqcq badan naukowych, wdrozen nowych technolo-
g, rozwyarua nowoczesnych form dydaktycznych oraz optymalizagi
kosztow 1 efektow terapii w odniesieniu do takich problemow, jak: glu-
chota i gleboki niedostuch, zaburzenia oddychania, mowy; enusyi glosu,
zawroty glowy @ zaburzerua rownowagt, mozluvosct chirurgii rekon-
strukeyyney w leczeniu wad wrodzonych @ nabytych ucha.

Qr/f?f&wwf l ﬂm%i “ﬂ;&{ 7/‘;
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Dear Readers,

looking at a 30-year perspective, the implementation of the deafness
treatment program in Poland has borne abundant fruit in hundreds of
numerous scienlific, clinical, didactic and organizational undertakings
which I have initiated in order to provide Polish patients with an access
lo the latest technologies and novel methods of treatment. The program
is atmed at those people who were born deaf or who suffered from a vari-
ety of hearing defects in subsequent years of their lives. Within the frame-
work of the program, a number of pioneering surgical procedures have
been performed on a global scale, novel diagnostic equipment has been
developed, new devices have been used in hearing improvement surger-
tes, Furopean scientific consensuses have been adopted on our trutiative,
as well as measures have been taken which resulted in adoption of the
“Concluston of the Council of the European Union on early detection
and treatment of communication disorders in children, including the
use of e-Health tools and innovative solutions™. As a result we initiated
a screenung of hearing disorders in children on four continents. Hundredls
of projects and products have contributed to the establishment of the
“Polish school of otology”™ in the world’s science or the first in the world
National Network of 'Teleaudiology: More than 200 awards, distinctions
and medals, confirming our achievements and marking milestones, have
been conferred at the most important exhibitions of inventions and in-
novative technologies in Furope, America, Asia, Australia and Oceania.

Also, the 25-year actwity of the Institute of Physiology and Pathology of
Hearing 1s a significant part of the past thirty years of tmplementation

of this great undertaking, a proof of the capabilities of the Polish science

and medicine and its contribution to the global achievements. The In-

stitute’s main building — the World Hearing Centre — s a place where

the world’s largest number of hearing improvement surgeries have been

performed for 17 years, as well as where Polish citizens as the first or one

of the first in the world are provided with an access to the latest technol-

ogtes. Both anniversaries are a collection of numerous events, millions of
studies, hundreds of thousands of surgical procedures and special events

and celebrations. I called them “milestones™ — of mine, of my team and
of many people and national and international institutions with whom

[ have had pleasure to collaborate during all these years.

[ tnwite you to read this paper and reminisce. What we have managed
lo present on these very few pages is an example of the development of
a certain area of science and medicine. It ts our legacy:

The intenswe development of information technologies and tools which
significantly factlitate the access to information and its exchange and



exert a greal influence on the quality of interpersonal relationships ts one
of the key processes underlying the dynamics of transformation of the
contemporary soctely. These transformations have also been influenced
by the nearly 30-year-long activities of our team of specialists and ex-
perts representing various fields of science, who may boast a great num-
ber of innovative scientific and organizational achievements. The first
in Poland and Central and Eastern Europe implantation surgery with
an aim lo restore hearing in a person with total hearing loss, which
had been subject to comprehensive preparations since the year 1990 and
Sinally carried out in July 1992, was a great scientific and medical chal-
lenge, and at the same time the beginnung of our history. This event was
an impulse to undertake organizational activities which resulted in the
establishment in 1993 of the Diagnostic, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Center for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired as the second facility of this
type in Furope, the “Cochlear Center”, followed by organization from
scratch, on its basts, of a mirusterial research and scientific unit — the
Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing.

The subsequent mayor events and milestones included the first in Poland
brainstem implantation surgery which was performed in January 1998,
and the first in the world implantation surgery in a patient suffering from
partial deafness, carried out in July 2002. Throughout all this period,
our development has been supported by extremely lwely scientific coop-
eration with a large number of national and international centers. This
is just a small portion of our actwities, initiatives and accomplishments
which have brought fruit in the form of the World Hearing Center of the
Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing.

The uruque mission of the World Center ts inseparably connected with
our opportunities and aspirations in uruted Europe. The clinucal pro-
gram of the World Center embraces extensive cooperation with practical-
ly all countries of the European Union and more than 50 countries on
other continents in the field of scientific research, implementation of novel
technologes, development of modern didactic forms, as well as optimi-
zation of costs and outcomes of treatment in relation to such problems
as: deafness and profound hearing loss, respiratory disturbances, voice
and speech disorders, vertigo and disturbed balance, and possibilities of
reconstructwe surgery in the treatment of congenital and acquired ear

defects.

gr‘f?f&mvf l. \gm% ”’]/};&{ 7/‘;
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Z perspektywy 30 lat realizacja programu leczenia gtuchoty w Polsce to setki
przedsiewzie¢ naukowych, klinicznych, dydaktycznych i organizacyjnych, ktére
podejmowatem, by polscy pacjenci mieli dostep do najnowszych metod terapii.
Okreslitem je jako ,kroki milowe” - moje, zespotu, a takze wielu oséb oraz in-
stytucji krajowych i zagranicznych, z ktérymi wspotpracowalismy w tym czasie.
Do miedzynarodowej wspétpracy naukowej zawsze przywigzywalismy ogromna
wage. Ponizsza mapa pokazuje, jak wiele jest osrodkéw otolaryngologicznych na
Swiecie, z ktorymi od lat wymieniamy doswiadczenia i prowadzimy badania.

From a 30-year perspective, the implementation of the program of deafness
treatment in Poland comprised hundreds of scientific, clinical, educational and
organizational ventures, | have undertaken to provide Polish patients with access
to the most modern methods of treatment. For me, they are “milestones” - mine,
of my team, and of other persons from the national and foreign institutions and
companies, who cooperated with us at that time. The international scientific col-
laboration was always of great importance for us. The map below presents nu-
merous ENT centers in the world that collaborate with us, exchange experience

and have conducted joint research for years.
Henryk Skarzyriski
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